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Report  of  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


R.  THORPE,  :M.B. , Ch.B. , D.P.H 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  of  the 
raPSTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  health  of  the  community  was  satisfactory  during  the  year  and  no 
unusual  problems  of  health  occurred. 

The  figures  given  in  the  statistics  remain  satisfactory  and  follow 
the  usual  pattern.  The  figures  on  deaths  show  a tendency  for  the  popu- 
lation to  live  to  a greater  age,  as  diseases  which  once  killed  in  early 
life  are  now  largely  under  control  and  the  expectation  of  life  is  longer. 
This  results  in  a higher  proportion  of  elderly  persons  in  the  community 
and  this  trend  can  be  expected  to  continue.  A problem  thus  occurs  in  the 
welfare  of  old  people.  Many  elderly  people  live  on  their  own  and  as  age 
advances  they  find  it  more  and  more  difficult  to  cope  with  everyday 
events.  Shopping  and  cooking  become  a burden  and  there  is  a tendency 
to  become  apathetic  and  neglect  their  health.  Often  their  home  is  now 
too  large  for  them  to  keep  in  order  and  dirt  and  rubbish  accumulates. 
Special  small  accommodation,  grouped  in  a community  under  the  super- 
vision of  a warden,  gives  the  elderly  a sense  of  independence,  while  as- 
sistance is  available  in  an  emergency.  Bungalows  and  flats  should  be 
specially  designed  to  eliminate  any  hazards  for  the  infirm  and  handi- 
capped, ramps  replacing  steps  prevent  stumbling.  Those  who  are  incap- 
able of  looking  after  themselves  find  care  and  security  in  old  persons 
homes  and  the  need  for  these  is  ever  increasing. 

It  is  found  that  many  elderly  persons  are  unaware  of  the  Welfare 
facilities  available  for  their  assistance  and  others  are  reluctant  to 
seek  help,  feeling  that  it  is  charity,  and  pride  prevents  them  from 
accepting  help.  When  the  aged  find  that  people  are  still  interested 
in  them  and  their  welfare  a considerable  improvement  in  their  well- 
being often  occurs.  The  care  of  the  aged  puts  a great  strain  on  the 
man-power  of  the  welfare  services  as  the  number  of  cases  requiring 
assistance  grows  daily. 

Complaints  are  received  from  time  to  time  regarding  noise  and 
atmospheric  pollution  by  fumes  from  industrial  premises.  Development 
of  industry  in  an  area  often  means  a certain  amount  of  noise  and  fumes 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  these  are  kept  to  a minimum 
and  that  there  is  no  risk  to  health.  Equally  important  is  the  pre- 
vention of  water  pollution.  It  is  very  convenient  for  industry  to 
discharge  its  waste  products  into  a river,  but  this  frequently  results 
in  the  death  of  plant  life  and  fish  in  the  river  and  a pleasant  amenity 
becomes  a glorified  drain.  Problems  are  also  magnified  when  the  water 
requires  treatment  when  it  is  to  be  used  for  domestic  water  supplies. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  a close  watch  is  kept  on  the  prevention  of 
pollution  of  our  rivers. 

I am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  to  the  Members  °P 
Council  for  your  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  and  to 
all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant 

G.R.  THORPE. 

4 Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  (census  1961)  ...  1,302 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  home 
population  mid-year  1969  ...  11,950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of 
year  according  to  Rate  Book  ...  4003 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April  1969)  £612,206 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  £2,440 


The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  mid-year  population 
was  11,950,  an  increase  of  330  compared  with  1963. 

The  total  number  of  births  was  261.  This  gives  an  adjusted 
birth  rate  of  22.7  per  1,000  population.  The  figure  for  England 

and  Wales  was  16.3  per  1,000  population.  There  were  fex^er  still- 

births in  1969,  two  compared  with  six  in  1963. 

There  were  124  deaths,  slightly  more  than  in  1963.  The  ad- 
justed death  rate  was  10.1  per  1,000  population,  compared  with  11.9 
per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  tables,  the  main  causes  of  death  were  malignant  diseases,  22 
cases j ischaemic  heart  disease,  23  cases,  and  cerebrovascular  dis- 
ease 22  cases.  There  we re  fewer  deaths  from  lung  cancer,  5 deaths 
compared  with  14  in  1963.  There  were  five  cases  of  accidental  death 
and  five  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  No 
maternal  deaths  were  reported. 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

• • • • 

147 

98 

245 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

• •t  • 

10 

6 

16 

Totals 

157 

104 

261 

Crude  Birth  Rate 

21.8  per 

1,000  home 

population 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

22.7  " 

u tl 

1! 

(The  comparability  factor 

for  the  District  being  1.04) 

As  compared  with: 


Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  19.4  per  1,000  home  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  16.3  H •*  11 
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Still  Births 


Legitimate  ...  ... 

• o * 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

• • • 

Totals 

Still  Birth  Rate 

8.0  per  1 

As  compared  with: 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

10.1  " 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

13.0  11 

Deaths 

Deaths  in  the  District  ...  ... 
Transferred  into  the  District  ... 
Transferred  from  the  District  ... 

Totals 


Males  Females  Total 


• • » 

1 1 

• t • 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 

000 

total 

(live  and  still  births) 

St 

:t 

n ;i  ii  ii 

tt 

ii 

it  1!  1!  it 

I'iale 

Female 

Total 

35 

24 

59 

27 

41 

68 

2 

1 

3 

60 

64 

124 

Crude  Death  Rate  10.4  per  1*000  home  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  10.1  n n n 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  0.97) 


As  compared  with: 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  10.1  per  1,000  home  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.9  !l  i!  n 11 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age 


Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  . . . 

• • • • • • 

• « « • • c 

3 2 

5 

Totals 

3 2 

5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

19*0  per 

1,000  related  live 

births 

As  compared  with". 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire  14*6 

Rate  for  England  and.  Wales  18.0 


Deaths  Connected  with  Childbirth 

Nil 


Maternity  Mortality 


• • • 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERENT 


Total  Under  4 Weeks 

all  4 & Under 


Ages. 

M.  F. 

Weeks 

M.  F. 

1 

1 

f M. 

1 

year 

. F 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 ^ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoolasm,  prostate 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Benign  & unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  nellitus 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

2 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

13 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

7 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

6 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diseases  of  musculo- skeletal  system 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  anomalies 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

All  other  accidents 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide  & self-inflicted  injuries 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  external  causes 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  All  Causes 

60 

64 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I 
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PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1969 
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3.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Provided  by  the  North  rest  Metropolitan  Regi onal  Hospital  Board 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  ’ling , Kempston  Road,  Bedford 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford 

Chest  Clinic  - Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic  - Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing. 
Provided  by  the  Public  Health  laboratory  Service 

Bacteriological  Laboratory  - Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing. 
Provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  provides  Ambulance  Service  for 
the  whole  of  the  area  of  the  Administrative  County. 

In  addition  to  the  transport  of  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or 
sitting-case  car  transport  is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable 
to  travel  by  other  means  to  and  from  hospitals  or  clinics  when 
attendance  is  necessary  for  medical  treatment. 

The  Ambulance  Service  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation 
hospitals  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 


Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Service 
Health  Visiting  Service 


Chief  Nursing  Officer  - Miss  W.  Frost,  Health  Department, 

County  Hall,  Bedford. 

Telephone  Bedford  63222. 

The  Kempston  Urban  District  is  satisfactorily  covered  by  Home 
Nursing,  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting  personnel,  who  operate  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  her  Assistants. 
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Home  Help  Service 


Organiser  - Mrs.  V.M.  Van  Berckelaer,  County  Hall,  Bedford. 

Telephone  Bedford  63222. 

The  Home  Help  Service  is  provided  for  the  whole  of  the  County. 
In  households  where  assistance  is  needed  arrangements  are  made  for 
Home  Helps  to  attend.  The  amount  of  help  given  varies  in  each  case, 
according  to  the  needs  of  the  individuals  assisted. 

Clinical  Services 


Sessions,  as  given  below,  were  held  at  the  County  Council's 
purpose-built  clinic  in  Halsey  Hoad. 


Child  health  clinic 
Mot her craft  classes 


Friday  weekly 

•Wednesday  afternoon  weekly. 


School  Clinic,  Union  Street,  Be d ford o 


■Audiometry  Child  Guidance 

Dental  treatment  Orthoptic  treatment 

Speech  therapy 


4.  PREVALENCE  A1JD  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  249  notifications  were  received,  compared  with  68  for 
1968.  The  increase  was  mainly  due  to  measles.  Protection  against 
measles  is  now  given  at  the  child  health  clinics  and  it  is  hoped  that 
in  future  years  the  incidence  ‘of  this  disease  will  be  considerably 
reduced. 

There  were  21  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  1969.  One  new  case  being  reported. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
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(a) 


Notifications  by  Age  Groups 


V’— 

I 

Disease 

i 

0-4 

, 

5-14  I 15  and 
j over 

i 

1 

I :Ue 

Unknown 

1 

Total 

Measles 

1 

121 

1 

94  | 2 

» 

i i 

213  i 

Whooping  cough 

12 

i — l 

\ 

j 

16  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

i 

4 ! - 

i 

5 | 

Dysentery 

2 

2 « 

i 

! 4 

8 

] 

j Infective  j aundi c e 

_ 

. 

¥ 

j 2 

! 

\ 

1 ** 
i 

2 

■ 

(b)  Tuberculosis  in  Age  Groups 


1 Age 
| 

i . _ 

New 

j Pulmonary 
i 

Cases 

Non- Pulmonary  j 

Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non- Pulmonary 

| 

j M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  j 

M.  F.  j M. 

F. 

j 

| Under  1 year 

i 

f - 

I 

| 

- 

i 

i 

! 

- 

1-5  years 

! ~ 

j 

" 1 

- 

i 

i 

1 

- 

! 5-15  years 

I 

i 

{ 

- 

j 

- ! - 

- 

i 15-35  years 

j 

i - 
* 

( 

- 

i 

1 

j 

- 

35-65  years 

• l 

1 

— f 

♦ 

1 

- 

— 

j 

* 

- 

! Over  65  years 

: - 

— i 

- 

\ 

1 

j 

— ’ — 

- i 

j 

i 

i Totals 

! 

i 

' l 

i 

- 

j 

i 

1 

I 

j 

« 

1 

i 

" ! 

Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year 


Male  Female 

11  10 

1 1 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulinonary 


12 


• • • 


5.  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


A mobile  x-ray  unit  visits  the  Market  Place,  by  the  Town  Bridge, 
Bedford,  once  each  week  on  Thursdays  from.  2.15  p.m.  to  3.45  p.m. 

During  this  time  patients  sent  by  their  doctors  can  quickly  be  x-rayed. 


6.  CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

Section  85  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  refers  principally  to 
school  children  with  head  lice  infestation  and  these  are  dealt  with, 
as  a matter  of  routine,  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


7.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  - Section  47 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  the 
removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III  accommodation  on  a Court  Order, 
of  sick  or  old  people  who  cannot  look  after  themselves. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  use  this  legislation  during  1969. 


8.  ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 


Water  Supply 


An  adequate  supply  of  water  has  been  maintained  in  the  District 
by  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board.  The  Kempston  Urban  District  is 
supplied  from  the  Bedford  River  Ouse  Source. 
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Report  of  the 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Surveyor 


S.  BENTHAM , M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 


* 

Mr.  Chairman,  lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  eighth  contribution  to  the  Annual 
Report,  summarizing  my  departments  contribution  relative  to  environmental 
health  services. 

Housing  work  again  accounted  for  a considerable  part  oi  your 
officers  time,  the  most  notable  event  in  this  sphere  being  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act  1969.  The  Act,  in  addition  to  sub- 
stantially increasing  the  grants  which  can  be  approved,  also,  for  the 
first  time,  permits  local  authorities  to  give  grant  aid  towards  the  cost 
of  certain  repair  works  and  replacements  which  are  carried  out  in  con- 
junction with  improvements.  The  new  grant  code  should  do  much  to 
encourage  both  owner/occupiers  and  landlords  to  repair  and  improve  their 
properties,  and  thus  ensure  that  the  decgy  of  many  older  properties  is 
arrested  and  they  are  given  a new  lease  of  life. 

Housing  revitalization  can  be  made  more  worthwhile  by  improvement 
of  the  environment  and  in  this  connection  grants  to  assist  local 
authorities  are  now  available  from  central  government.  Your  officers 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  surveying  an  area  of  older  houses  betx^een 
Spring  Road  and  Bunyan  Road  with  a view  to  it  being  designated  a General 
Improvement  Area.  The  success  of  the  ultimate  proposals,  which  are 
agreed  after  full  consultation  with  everyone  in  the  area,  will  depend  on 
the  closest  co-operation  between  the  Council  and  both  owners  and  tenants 
in  the  area. 

The  Council's  five-year  slum  clearance  programme  which  commenced  in 
1964  was  virtually  completed  during  the  year  and  a new  programme  was 
approved  and  submitted  to  the  Minister.  This  programme  envisages  that 
forty-three  properties  will  require  demolition  or  closure  within  the 
period  to  the  31st  December  1973. 

The  Council's  proposals  for  dealing  with  sewage  sludge  by  a sludge 
pressing  plant  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
for  approval,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a start  on  this  project  will  not  be 
long  delayed. 

I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  encouragement  for  the  work 
of  the  department,  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Officers 
for  their  continued  co-operation,  and  to  my  staff  for  the  conscientious 
and  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  their  duties. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Stanley  Bentham 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


18th  September,  1970 
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ENVIRONMENT  OF  THE  AREA; 


(a)  Drainage  and  Sanitation 

Only  six  premises  in  the  more  inaccessible  parts  of  the  district 
and  one  permanent  caravan  site  are  not  connected  to  public  sewers. 

All  but  one  of  these  are  connected  to  satisfactory  private  drainage 
systems,  i.e.  cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 

Fifty-six  drain  blockages  were  investigated.  Of  these  the  Council 
were  responsible  for  the  clearance  of  forty- two  and  this  work  was 
®cLix-i«d  out  by  the  Council’s  maintenance  staff. 

The  remaining  blockages  were  cleared  by  the  owners  on  our  advice 
and  inhere  necessary  notices  were  served  to  effect  the  clearance  of 
stoppages. 

Summary  of  Notices 

No,  of  Blockages: 

Informal  Notices: 

Public  Health  Act  193b  Sec.  24  Notices i 5 

Public  Health  Act  193b  Sec.  39  Notices:  3 

Public  Health  Act  1936  Bee.  93  Notices:  1 

Public  Health  Act  1936  Sec. 259  Notices:  1 

Public  Health  Act  1961  Sec.  17  Notines:  1 


(b)  Sewage  Disposal 

Three  reports  were  received  from  the  Officers  of  the  Great  Ouse 
River  Authority  on  final  effluent  samples  from  the  Council's  sewage 
disposal  works. 

The  first  sample  received  an  unsatisfactory  report  as  regards 
suspended  solids  but  the  cause  was  rectified  and  the  two  remaining 
reports  were  satisfactory. 


56 

U 

(Repairs 

(Repairs 

(Repairs 

(Repairs 


executed 
executed 
executed 
execut  ed 
axe  cut  ed 


by  Council) 
by  Owners) 
by  Owners) 


15 


(c)  Public,  Gle^npjng 


Further  publicity  was  given  to  the  Council's  free  collection 
service  for  bulky  items  of  household  refuse,  and  an  increasing  number 
of  householders  are  taking  advantage  of  these  arrangements. 

Some  difficulty  is  being  experienced,  in  maintaining  a weekly 
collection  cycle  and  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  implementation 
of  an  incentive  bonus  scheme  for  the  Council's  employees. 


(d)  Civic  Amenities  Act  1968 


In  1969  twelve  vehicles  were  received  at  the  sewage  works.  Of 
this  number  the  Council  were  responsible  for  the  removal  of  three. 

Three  vehicles  came  under  the  provision  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  1969. 


(e)  Inspection  of  Premises 


The  following  table  is  an  analysis  of  inspections  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  1968  1969 


Grocers 

33 

36 

Greengrocers 

14 

11 

Slaught erhous  e 

1 

1 

Butchers 

8 

13 

Confectioners 

11 

9 

Bakers 

17 

16 

Licenced  Premises 

19 

7 

Cafe  and  Restaurants 

6 

16 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

7 

4 

Canteens 

10 

4 

Icecream  Premises 

57 

37 

Icecream  samples 

46 

20 

Meat  Inspections 

372 

337 

Unsound  Food 

30 

25 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

14 

5 

Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles 

15 

29 

Imported  Food  Regulations 

1 

11 

Frozen  Food  Depot 

•" 

1 

661 

582 
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Housing  Acts 

1968 

1969 

Repairs 

36 

30 

Individual  Unfit 

54 

44 

Clearance  Areas 

105 

123 

Improvement  Areas  Survey 

41 

291 

Improvement  Grants 

13 

28 

Overcrowding 

15 

-1 

- 

264 

519 

Public  Health  Acts 

Repairs 

146 

89 

Drainage  Obstructions 

78 

56 

Drain  Test  and  inspections 

25 

63 

Other  Nuisances 

44 

25 

Infectious  Diseases 

103 

Refuse  Collection 

131 

5 

Refuse  Disposal 

23 

4 

Verminous  Premises 

1 

2 

Pest  Control 

10 

26 

Swimming  Pools 

10 

13 

Flooding 

1 

1 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish 

1 

Q 

Entertainment  Licences 

2 

1 

Sewage  Disposal 

8 

3 

Sewerage 

6 

4 

Noise  Abatement 

50 

35 

Caravans 

31 

11 

Water  Courses 

2 

2 

695 

452 

1 ” 

1 1 

Clean  Air  Acts 

18 

36 

Factories  Act  1961 

Mechanical 

5 

10 

Non-Mechanical 

5 

1 

Outworkers 

1 

1 

11 

12 

17 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act  1926 

Miscellaneous 

Public  Health  Lab.  Court  etc. 
Immigration 


Total 


(f)  Clean  Air  Acts 


1968 

72 

90 

_5 

97 

71 

133 

11 

5 

82 

138 

1,808 

1,926 

One  application  was  received  for  prior  approval.  Application 
granted  subject  to  chimney  height  being  increased. 

During  the  year  investigations  were  instigated  in  connection  with 
complaints  from  a foundry.  A deposit  gauge  and  Petri  dishes  wore 
sited  to  enable  a true  assessment  of  the  situation  to  be  made. 

(g)  Swimming  Pools 


Regular  checks  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  ensure  that 
swimming  pools  in  the  various  schools  came  up  to  standard. 

(h) 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act  and  Regulations 

During  the  year  97  inspections  were  carried  out  as  compared  with 
five  the  previous  year.  Thirty- six  informal  notices  were  .served  on 

owners  requiring  various  works  to  be  done  to  bring  their  premises  up 
to  the  standards  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1963.  Twenty  licences 
were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(i) 

Scrap  Metal  Workers 

Two  persons  are  registered  as  dealers  in  scrap  metal,  working 
from  two  sites  in  the  district. 
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( j ) Slaughterhouses 


There  ±s  only  one  private  licenced  slaughterhouse  within  the 
District  which  supplies  many  shops  throughout  the  area.  All 
animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  and  stamped  before  leaving  the 
slaughterhouse  by  the  Council's  Inspectors.  The  quality  of 
animals  slaughtered  was  generally  of  high  standard,  nevertheless, 
a total  of  7.5  tons  of  meat  was  rejected  as  unfit. 

The  inspection  oharges  made  in  respect  of  each  carcase  amounted 
in  total  to  £435  which  to  a large  extent  offset  the  cost  of  this 
vital  service. 

The  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  affected 
with  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis  can  be  attributed  to  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  suffering  from  parasitic  conditions 
of  the  liver.  The  number  of  pigs  affected  by  tuberculosis  continues 
to  fall  from  4.6%  in  1968  to  .78%  in  1969  while  the  number  of  cattle 
affected  by  cysticercus  bovis  (human  tape  wort')  has  risen  slightly. 
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2.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(i)  Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

(excluding  Cows 
Cows 


Sheep 

Calves  and  Pigs 
Lambs 


Number  slaughtered  and 

inspected.  1,776 

CONDEMNATIONS 

All  diseases  except  tube]>- 
culosis  and  cvsticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned.  899 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticcrcosis.  50.6% 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned.  1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis.  05% 

Cystlceppopis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  cond embed.  17 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration.  9 

Percentage  affected.  1.4% 


18  12  2,238  3,968 

2 2 

6 - 336  1,001 


33.3%  - 15.01%  25.3% 

36 

.907% 
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Condemnations 


Weight  in  lbs 


Disease  Beef  Veal  Mutton  Pork 


Abscesses 

Actinomycosis  & Actinobacillosis 

Arthritis 

Brucelosis 

Cirrhosis 

Congestion 

Contamination 

Emphysema 

Fatty  Infiltration  Degeneration 

Fevered  Condition 

Food  Aspiration 

Hydronephrosis 

Infarcts 

Necrosis 

Nephritis 

Oedema  and  Bruising 
Parasites  and  Cysts 
Pericarditis 
Peritonitis 

Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 

Telangiectasis 

Tuberculosis 


1,402 

- 

187 

240 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

112 

55 

— 

— 

- 

498 

— 

— 

- 

9k 

— 

- 

67 

15&k 

- 

21 

120 

50 

- 

- 

- 

4 

— 

— 

4 

e 

- 

- 

7i 

90 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

12 

- 

- 

- 

16 

X 

*• 

2 

18 

— 

— 

4i 

76 

— 

58 

_ 

7,824 

- 

468vr 

2,849s 

- 

- 

31 

4ii 

— 

— 

$2 

1,011 

- 

17 

768 

132 

- 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

354 

Totals  11,645s'  - 577i  4,615 
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(ii)  Food  Premises  and  Food  Control 


There  are  ninety-one  premises  to  which  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  apply.  All  these  premises  are  inspected 
regularly.  A total  of  forty  letters  were  sent,  many  of  which 
were  in  connection  with  contraventions. 

The  routine  bacteriological  sampling  of  icecream  has  resulted 
in  a higher  standard  of  icecream  generally,  only  one  sample  was 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Number  of  Food  Handling  Premises  in  the  Area 

Type  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Premises 

(a) 

Shops  Bakers 

4 

Butchers 

7 

Confectioners 

10 

General  Provisions 

32 

Fish  and  Chips 

4 

(b) 

Catering  Establishments 

Cafes  & Restaurants 

2 

Works  Canteens 

9 

School  Canteens 

6 

(c) 

Licensed  Premises 

11 

(d) 

Dairy  Depots 

2 

(e) 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

4 

Total  number  of  food  promises  - 91 


Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1955 
Registered  premises  for  sale  of  icecream  34 

Registered  for  cooked  meat  or  sausage  manufacture  11 


(iii)  Condemned  Food  1969 


The  following  unsound  food  was  surrendered  voluntarily 
and  condemned. 


Meat  slaughterhouses 
Canned  meat 
Canned  fish 

Canned  fruit  and  vegetables 


Tons 

Cuts. 

lbs. 

oz. 

7 

10 

38 

22 

4 

4 

3 

1 

46 

5 

7 

11 

no 

12 

(iv)  Unsound  Food 


Only  one  complaint  of  unsound  food  was  made  during  the  year. 


Article  of 
Food 

Nature  of 

Complaint 

Complainant 

Action  Taken 

One  bottle 

Jelly-like 

Private 

Retailers  prosecuted 

Mineral 

bacterial  contam  - 

Person 

and  fined  £25  for 

Water 

ination  of  drink 

selling  unfit  food. 

During  a routine  visit  to  a retail  shop  it  was  noted  that  some  pork 
luncheon  meat  was  unsound.  Wholesalers  who  were  notified  immediately 
withdrew  all  stocks  from  warehouses  and  retail  outlets. 
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3.  HOUSING 


New  Houses 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  completed  for 
occupation  os^er  the  last  twelve  years 


Year 

Kempston 

U.D.C. 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

1958 

3 

30 

33 

1959 

14 

35 

49 

I960 

24 

43 

67 

1961 

— 

16 

16 

1962 

- 

19 

19 

1963 

- 

39 

39 

1964 

53 

237 

290 

1965 

119 

166 

285 

1966 

38 

142 

180. 

1967 

8 

73 

81 

1968 

71 

145 

216 

1969 

4 

178 

182 

334 

1 ,123 

1,457 

Unfit  Houses 


During  the  year  unfit  houses  on  the  Up  End  Clearance  area  were 
demolished  subsequent  to  rehousing  of  the  remaining  families. 

There  is  now  only  one  block  of  condemned  property  to  be 
demolished  in  Bunyan  Road.  Demolition  work  on  these  five  remaining 
properties  has  been  delayed  due  to  one  property  still  being  occupied. 

The  majority  of  unfit  property  now  remaining  within  the  district 
is  within  the  Central  Redevelopment  Area  and  the  Proposed  Improvement 
Area. 
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Proposed  Improvement  Area 


The  area  of  older  houses  surveyed  in  the  previous  year  was 
extended  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  survey  of  the  larger  area  was 
still  in  progress. 


Dwelling  House  Improvement 


The  Housing  Act  1969  altered  the  improvement  grant  structure  in 
addition  to  considerably  increasing  the  grants  which  local  Authorities 
are  authorised  to  approve.  It  is  the  Council's  policy  to  offer 
maximum  grants  to  encourage  owners  to  improve  their  properties. 

The  Act  has  also,  for  the  first  time,  made  it  possible  for 
grant  aid  to  be  given  towards  the  cost  of  repairs  subj-eet  to  certain 
limitations.  Grants  are  also  available  from  central  government  to 
assist  local  authorities  in  improving  the  environment  of  suitable 
areas. 

It  is  too  early  to  make  any  assessment  of  the  success  of  the 
revised  grant  provisions  but  to  date  there  has  been  a better  response. 


Standard  and  Discretionary  Grants  1969 


Application  for  grants  were  received  and  dealt  with  as  follows: 
Standard  Grants 


Applications  - Received  - 17 

Withdrawn  - 3 

Refused  - 1 

Approved  - 6 

- Completed  - 9 


Total  amount  paid  in  Grants  £371. 
Discretionary  Grants 

Applications  - Received  - 2 

Approved  - 2 


Overcrowding 

There  were  no  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  during  the  year. 
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4.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 
The  pests  dealt  with  included  rats,  mice,  wasps,  beetles,  mites  and 
flies. 


Bo.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of  treatments 

Properties 

Properties 

Notices 

carried  out 

Inspect ed 

found  to 

served 

be 

under 

By  Volun- 

infested 

Sec.  4 

Council's  taryily 

Operator  by 

Occupier 

Local  Authority’s 

Property 

4 

4 

- 

9 

Dwelling  Houses 

32 

32 

- 

103  1 

Business  Premises 

10 

10 

- 

42 

Agricultural 

Property 

— 

— 

All  domestic  properties  receive  free  treatment.  A small  charge 
is  made  in  respect  of  business  premises. 
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5.  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

(a)  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No . of 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2 ,3, 4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i) 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority. 

82 

10 

3 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding 
outworkers 

Premises) . 

3 

1 

TOTALS 

85 

11 

3 



Nil 
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(b)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of  Cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

Refei 
To.  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

-red 

By  H.M 
Inspec- 
tor 

No.  of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tut  ed 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

defective 
(c)  Not  separate 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

outwork) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

5 

5 



- 

- 

- 

(c)  Outworkers 


Nature  of 
Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No . of 
Out 

Workers 

No.  of  Cases 
of  Default  in 
Sending  Lists 
to  Council 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 
for  Failure 
to  supply 
Lists 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  Work  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 

cutions 

Leatherwork 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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6.  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  196 3 


Administration  of  this  Act  and  enabling  legislation  continued 
to  account  for  a large  portion  of  working  time.  Although  all  prem- 
ises were  provided  with  the  basic  facilities,  constant  checks  were 
necessary  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being 
observed. 

Only  two  accidents  were  reported  during  the  year,  which  is  a low 
figure  considering  the  number  of  premises  in  the  District.  Both  of 
these  were  of  a minor  nature  and  in  only  one  instance  was  informal 
action  taken. 


Class  of 
Premises 

Ho.  of  Prem- 
ises registered 
during  1969 

No . of  Prem- 
ises which 
received 
general 
inspections 

Total  No. 
of 

Premises 

Registered 

No.  of 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

3 

21 

45 

649 

Detail  Shops 

5 

33 

49 

205 

Wholesale  Shops 

1 

2 

3 

21 

Catering  Estab- 
lishments and 
Warehouses  open 
to  the  public 

Nil 

3 

6 

7 

Fuel  Storage 
Depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTALS 

9 

64 

103 

882 

(292  males) 

(590  females) 
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OFilCiS,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963  (Continued) 


SUMMARY  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Cleanliness 
Temperature  ...  ... 

Ventilation  

Lighting  

Sanitary  Convenience 
Washing  Facilities 
Floors 5 Passages j Stairs 

First  Aid  

Other  Hatters 


TOTAL 


12 


3 

4 

7 
9 
6 

8 
9 


66 


7.  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  i960 


There  is  one  site  licenced  for  sixty-six  caravans  in  the 
District. 

The  few  problems  which  occurred,  xjere  of  a minor  nature 
and  X'/ere  quickly  dealt  with  on  an  informal  basis. 
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